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to the floor and tell the American peo-
ple why.

We can and should have debates
about our respective visions for our
great country.

No one should be afraid of looking
closely at this $3% trillion mon-
strosity. Let’s have a debate about it.
Let’s debate the massive increases in
taxes, the vast expansion of entitle-
ments, the cradle-to-grave socialism
that certain Democrats are proposing
for every individual American’s life.

The American people deserve this.
My constituents back home in Alaska
certainly would welcome such a debate,
but the American people deserve this.

Why are my colleagues afraid to de-
bate and have hearings and a markup
on this massive legislation? It is the
American people’s money, after all,
that will pay for this transformational,
socialist bill, and it is their lives that
will be impacted and upended if this
reckless, rushed bill becomes law.

So let’s do this. Let’s hit a strategic
pause, as Senator MANCHIN asked for.

Let’s pry this bill open, hold hear-
ings, and lay out our visions for our
country. Let’s have a debate: More
taxes or freedom? Socialism versus
market capitalism. Do we want a fun-
damental transformation, as the ma-
jority leader and the budget chairman
have asked for, or do we want common-
sense legislation that helps working
men and women in our country achieve
their dreams?

I am hopeful that the majority leader
will agree with Senator MANCHIN and
do what is right for the American peo-
ple: Hit a pause, hold hearings, and
hold markups before he makes a mock-
ery of the phrase ‘‘the world’s most de-
liberative body,”” which he is now try-
ing to do with this rushed and reckless
spending bill.

———
GABBY PETITO AND FEMICIDE

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President,
the tragic story of 22-year-old Gabby
Petito, whose body was recently found
at the Grand Teton National Park in
Wyoming, has captured the attention
of our Nation. It is an awful story that
is still playing out. We pray for her
parents and her loved ones, and we
hope that they soon will receive jus-
tice.

As we watch the story unfold, we
empathize with her family and her
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friends, and we mourn with them, and
we think about how this horrible crime
hurts all of them, their neighbors, our
fellow citizens, the result of such a bru-
tal murder. We think of our daughters
and think of the daughters of others,
all of our Nation’s daughters. And all
of this reminds some of us of another
terrible tragedy in America, and it is
this: Native and indigenous women in
America are murdered and sexually as-
saulted at rates as high as 10 times the
national average. Think about that.
Horrendous.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has reported that murder is
the third leading cause of death among
American Indian and Alaska Native
women. However, this issue rarely, if
ever, receives much coverage or aware-
ness. But awareness often results in ad-
ditional resources—something that has
unfortunately been lacking in our
criminal justice system on this issue,
the issue of missing and murdered in-
digenous women.

According to the FBI’'s National
Crime Information Center, there are
roughly 1,500 unsolved cases of missing
and murdered indigenous women in
America—1,500. Alaska has about 300 of
these unsolved cases. Experts think
there are many more such cases that
don’t make it into the Federal data-
base.

There has been some progress. Under
the previous administration, the As-
sistant Secretary of the Interior for In-
dian Affairs, Tara Sweeney, who did
such a great job, began an initiative
throughout the Federal Government
called Operation Lady Justice, the
whole point of which was to bring light
to this horrible issue of missing and
murdered indigenous women, to bring
justice and hope and closure to their
families. Operation Lady Justice, the
task force, has opened up numerous of-
fices across America, including one in
Alaska. Last year, we in a bipartisan
way here in the Senate passed Savan-
na’s Act and the Not Invisible Act to
address the crisis of missing, murdered,
and trafficked indigenous women in
our country. Progress is being made,
but we need to continue to keep this
issue front and center.

As we pray for the family of Gabby
Petito, we also offer our thoughts and
prayers to the families of these missing
and murdered indigenous Americans
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and commit to continue to focus on all
of these issues to make our country a
better place.

I yield the floor.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
SMITH). The Senate stands adjourned
until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:04 p.m.,
adjourned until Tuesday, September 28,
2021, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

DOUGLAS R. BUSH, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY, VICE BRUCE D. JETTE.

CARRIE FRANCES RICCI, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE GENERAL
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, VICE
JAMES E. MCPHERSON, RESIGNED.

ASHISH S. VAZIRANI, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A DEPUTY
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, VICE LAURA JUNOR,
RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

SHANNON CORLESS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTELLIGENCE AND
ANALYSIS, DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY, VICE ISA-
BEL MARIE KEENAN PATELUNAS.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE,
AND APPOINTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC-
TION 9039:

To be major general
BRIG. GEN. RANDALL E. KITCHENS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL FOR APPOINT-
MENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531:

To be major
GLORIA A. EZE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be lieutenant colonel
TRAVIS J. BURNS
IN THE MARINE CORPS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major
JOSEPH J. ENDREOLA
IN THE SPACE FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES
SPACE FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be lieutenant colonel
BRIAN P. MOORE
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